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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
2021 DIARY DATES

Holiday Wishes
2021 has been another year of adapting and adjusting to
changes outside of our control. I would like to thank the
whole school community for your wonderful support
during these changing times. The school holidays are
nearly here and I would like to wish all our families, staff
and students a happy and safe Christmas break!

Monday Afternoon
Wednesday Morning

TERM 4
DECEMBER
Fri 10
Last Day Term 4 – 2:10pm Early Dismissal

Student Reports and a letter regarding class placements
are being sent home today.
Retirements, Farewells & Staffing 2022
Once again we are farewelling a number of staff at the
end of this year.
Administration SSO, Shelley Pohlenz, has had a 31 year
connection with our school. Firstly as a parent, then as
president of the Parent Association and then
becoming a key member of the school administration
team for the past 18 years. Shelley’s contributions to
Belair Primary have been many and greatly valued. We
will definitely miss her can do attitude and dedication to
Belair Primary School. All the best in retirement Shelley.
After many years at Belair Primary, Greg Dickson and
Sandy Arscott have also made the decision to retire after
both having had long and distinguished teaching
careers. On behalf of our school, I would like to thank
and acknowledge their wonderful contribution to student
learning and wish them too all the best in retirement and
their future pursuits.
After 10 years at Belair, Dominic Graham has won a
teaching position at the new Aldinga super school.
Dominic has had a big impact on the students during his
time with us and has always gone the extra yard with
providing further opportunities for our students.
I would like to thank Jess Gilding, Marco CecerePalazzo, Emily Rankine and Brett Williams for their great
work with us over the past few years. Jess will be taking
up a position at St Peter’s Woodlands School and Marco
will be at Glen Osmond Primary. Emily has won a
position at Brighton Primary and Brett will move into the
Instrumental Music School of the Education Department.
I would like to also thank teachers Adam Menzell, Carly
Roworth and SSO Harley Giles-Stubna for their
outstanding contributions to student learning during their
time with us.
Congratulations to Emma Murphy who has won the
position of Assistant Principal at Hallet Cove R-12.
Congratulations also to Lana Krueger who will be
teaching in Clare next year. Sadly, junior primary
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teacher, Lisen Carlmark will not be returning to Belair as
she has made the decision to continue with her teaching
overseas. Pam Correll will be on leave for 2022 and
Keiko Yoshino will be spending term 1 and 2 writing
Japanese curriculum for the Department.
After 12 months away I am pleased to announce that
Karen Gillespie will be returning as Assistant Principal in
2022. A big thank you to Sara Mentha for stepping into
the role for this year and doing a fabulous job. We also
welcome Claire Oliphant back from maternity leave.
We will be welcoming Sophie Marshall who will be
teaching year 1/2 with Belinda Odell for 2 days and there
are a small number of teaching positions still to be
confirmed.
Our specialist teaching team for 2022 will include; Tim
Verryt – Science, Astrid Mark – Physical Education,
Keiko Yoshino (term 3/4) and Tom Overall Japanese.
There are also a small number of specialist positions
including Music still to be confirmed over the coming
days.
Outstanding Volunteer award
Congratulations to Chris Della Vedova who is the
recipient of this year’s award which will be presented at
assembly tomorrow. Chris has been recognised for the
tireless effort that he has put into coordinating the school
cricket program for the past 6 years. I would like to take
this opportunity to thank Chris and all of our volunteers
who work so hard for our school.
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Vacation Care & Catastrophic Bushfire Days
On a catastrophic bushfire day our vacation care service
will be closed. The best way for you to stay informed will
be through;





Bushfire Information Hotline; 1800 000 279
ABC Radio 891
ABC TV
The CFS website http://www.cfs.sa.gov.au

Please remember that Vacation Care Closures on
Catastrophic Days will mean that no staff are allowed to
be working on site on those days.
School Grounds over the holidays
Unfortunately at this time of the year the school can be
exposed to vandalism and young people being on site
for no good reason. If you notice any behaviour of
concern over the holiday period please phone and report
it to the Police on the 131 444 number.
Classes 2022
The school will be undertaking staged refurbishment
works to the Minno, Peroomba and Wirra buildings in
2022. Classes will be moving at times throughout the
year and to minimise this some classes will be starting in
different places in 2022.
STAFF MEMBER

YEAR

Hall Natalie / one day tbc
STACEY Mary
MICHELL Liz
COWEY Natasha
Tbc – awaiting final confirmation
ODELL Belinda / Marshall Sophie
UPTON Tracey
SMITH Michelle
LAJOIE Kate
HANDLEY Alischa
MILLER Leanne / ROBERTS Emma
BOWDEN Kristen / ROBERTS Emma
KING Donna / ROBERTS Emma
MAGAREY Margaret/ one day tbc
OLIPHANT Claire / OVERALL Tom
FARMER Ali
BRIGGS Catie
HUNT Nerida
Arthur Mel

Rec
Rec
Rec
1/2
1/2
1/2
1/2
1/2
3/4
3/4
3/4
3/4
3/4
Yr 5
Yr 5
Yr 5
Yr 6
Yr 6
Yr 6

Japanese – term 1/2 tbc/ OVERALL Tom
PE – MARK Astrid
SCIENCE – Verryt Tim
MUSIC – tbc
Library / IB PYP – Mayfield Natalie

ROLL
CLASS
CW1
CW2
CW3
Rm 19
Rm 20
Rm 10
Rm 9
Rm 22
Rm 15
Rm 14
Rm 13
Rm 12
Rm 11
Rm 7
Rm 5
Rm 4
Rm 1
Rm 2
Rm 3
Rm 8
Gym
Rm 6
Hall
Library

MATERIALS & SERVICES CHARGES 2022
Thank you for the responses we received from our latest
poll amongst families for the Materials and Service
charges for 2022.
From the responses we received, 78.98% of parents
voted in favour of endorsing the proposal that the full
amount of Materials & Service charge of $400 be legally
recoverable.
Parents will receive information about this when invoices
are sent out in mid-January 2022.
ONLINE INTERACTIONS WITH MOMOYAMA
Year 5, 6 and 7 students have engaged in online
interactions with Momoyama students throughout the
year. Year 5 students have exchanged the video of their
self-introduction, Year 6 students have introduced their
responsibilities at Belair and Year 7 students have made
a presentation about Australian athletes to Momoyama
students. We have also received the videos about
school events held at Momoyama and we learned about
their school life.
As the year comes to the end, we have made a
Christmas gift for Momoyama students and wrote some
holiday messages on the back. We will continue to
engage with Momoyama students online and strengthen
our sister school relationship.

FAREWELL MRS JONES
Dear Parents of all children who have attended Belair
Jean Bonython Kindergarten,
I would like to take this opportunity to say a huge thank
you to all the families who I have had the privilege of
getting to know over the last 16 years as the Director at
BJBK. I am retiring at the end of this term and would
like to wish you and your children well for the future. It
has been an honour to support their early years learning
and transition to school.
Warmest Regards,
Lynette Jones

SEESAW PORTFOLIO
As we approach the end of the school year it is
recommended that parents/carers download students
Seesaw Portfolios to keep the memories for many years
to come. There is a 60 day window for parents/carers to
download. The instructions on how to do this are
attached.
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CAROL PICNIC

PASTORAL SUPPORT WORKER
Dear Belair Families,
The magic of gratitude
What an ‘interesting’ year! Actually, let’s be honest, it’s
been a hard year. If I was a swearing person I might
use a swear word instead of ‘hard’. In any case, this is a
school newsletter, so swearing wouldn’t be appropriate
anyway 😉.
However you describe 2021 (‘hard’, ‘difficult’,
‘challenging’, ‘swear word’), it has definitely not been
easy. While I am generally a very positive person, my
attitude and outlook hasn’t always been the best this
year.
Then I discovered the magic of gratitude. Of course it’s
not magic at all, but it feels that way. There is a lot of
research regarding the power of feeling grateful. I had
been reading about it and hearing about it, so I decided
to try it.
Oh my gosh! Seriously, it was like magic.
Here’s what happened. One particular day I was feeling
overwhelmed and exhausted. It made me cranky. I did
not want to go to school that day. I had been learning
that consciously thinking about what I am grateful for
would help. It did! I thought about the people with
whom I work and I felt grateful for their support and what
I learn from them. I thought about the families with
whom I interact and I felt grateful for our relationship. I
thought about the students and I was overwhelmed with
gratitude for being able to be a part of their lives, even
just a little bit. I thought of the joy that my work at Belair
gives me and I was truly grateful. I came to school that
day full of enthusiasm. It was magic.
I am very grateful for our community. I am grateful for
you. If you are feeling low, try the gratitude thing. I
hope it helps you as much as it helped me.
May you have a wonderful break with your children.
Sara Walding, Pastoral Care Worker
sara.walding521@schools.sa.edu.au

Rooms 7, 11, 12 and 21 are participating in the 2021
Blackwood Christmas Tree Festival. They have been
making decorations which will be placed on a tree at the
festival. The theme of this year’s festival is gratitude and
the decorations have focussed on that theme. Please
drop into the Blackwood Uniting Church Saturday and
Sunday December 11th and 12th between 10:00 am and
4:00 pm to view our tree and the many others that will be
there. Entry is via a gold coin donation. Our tree and
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decorations will be available for purchase along with
many others.

Have a wonderful Christmas break everyone, best
wishes for the New Year. Merry Christmas!!

A focus of the festival is the Giving Tree. Families are
encouraged to bring a donation when they attend the
festival. These can be placed under the tree and
examples are:

Stacey Hargroves and Kate Hanna
on behalf of the BPS Parent Association





Christmas food and treats
New toys/games/books for all ages
New gifts such as toiletries, socks, homeware for
adults

*Please do not wrap gifts.
Proceeds from the festival will go to Beacon Emergency
Services and Treasure Boxes.

Thank you to the sponsors of the Belair Primary Quiz
Night 2021:
Karku Wardli Cottages, Akkerman and Dyer Bakery, En
Pointe Ballet School, Carley Dabinet Make-Up, DVine
Hair, Yoga Garage, Bracegirdles, Yangtze Chinese
Restaurant, Joan’s Pantry, Asta and Co, Dan
McGuniness, F45 Blackwood, GlowCo, Shepherds Hill
Dental Care, Happy Doggo Bakery, Karkoo Nursery, Joy
Levins Glass.

AFTER SCHOOL SPORTS
PARENT ASSOCIATION
This year we were happy to be able to bring back a few
of our wonderful PA run events, including the quiz night,
the family seminar, the Christmas carols, year 6 and 7
graduation and both the Easter and Xmas raffles.
Special thanks to Kerry Levitt for organizing the quiz
night as well as the generous sponsors who donated
prizes for the raffles (listed below), as well as Sum Lock
and Tennille Gibson for running the carols so beautifully
this year.
To everyone on the Parent Association, especially those
new members who joined this year, and in the general
school community who have helped and supported - by
volunteering, attending,
wrapping, photocopying,
distributing, meeting, singing, cooking, serving, donating,
setting up, packing up, putting up, taking down,
laughing, buying, selling, organising, guillotining,
designing, and more laughing …
THANK YOU!
To our PA members who are leaving the school - we will
miss you and all the help you have given us over the
years. Special shout out to Mallory Chatfield who served
so wonderfully as Class Parent Rep coordinator and
organized so many of the school raffles for so many
years. We wish you all and your families all the best for
the future.
For those families returning to Belair PS next year,
please consider taking a role on the Parent Association.
It’s a great bunch of people, there are always other
members who can show you the ropes, and you’d be
welcomed with grateful and open arms.
We will be gearing up for the School Colour Run in term
1 next year, so anyone who would like to join the colour
run committee and give us a hand would be greatly
appreciated! Please contact: stacey@hargroves.net

This year our wonderful Sports Committee made up of
all
sports
coordinators,
Governing
Council
representatives,
school
staff
and
leadership
representatives have been working really hard to update
our After School Sport Policy and registration process.
These have all been ratified through the last Governing
Council. The Sports Policy and registration process have
been updated on our website.
A HUGE thankyou to Chris Della Vedova and Kerrie
Wooding who have been the coordinators for Cricket
and Netball for many years! They have stepped down
from this position and we thank you for your service to
the school.
Registrations are now open for Summer and year long
sports – Cricket, Softball and Basketball. Please ensure
you register by the 17th of December so the sports
coordinators have the holidays can create teams over
the break. Registrations for Winter Sports – Netball,
Football and Soccer will open mid Term 1.
While moving to the new Online Registration there have
been a few hiccups that we have been rectifying as we
go. Please contact the school or look on the website
regarding more information. Thank you to all those who
have already registered for these sports.
Registration link:
https://forms.office.com/r/W4YZpCMrBg
Cricket
We have a long and proud tradition of cricket at Belair
Primary, playing in the SACA Primary School Cricket
Competition tournament on a Saturday mornings, and
we'd love that to continue.
So make sure you register your child for cricket this
week.
Students that will be in years 2 -3 in 2022 are able to
register for Master Blasters. Students that will be in
years 3– 6 in 2022 are eligible to register for Grade
cricket. Students who are in Year 3 have two options
Master Blasters (students who are new to the sport or
playing for 1-2 years) or Grade cricket (students who
have been playing for 3+ years), if you are not sure of
which one to register for please speak to Tim. Fees are
$35 for Master Blasters (Years 2 and 3) and $65 for
Grade cricket (Years 4 – 6). School cricket runs on the
calendar year, in term one and term 4 of 2022.
Coordinator: Tim Levett - timothy.levett@gmail.com
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Softball
Students that will be in years 2 -3 in 2022 are able to
register for T-Ball. Students that will be in years 4– 6 in
2022 are eligible to register for Softball. All matches are
Saturday morning. All trainings are Wednesday after
school. Those who play Basketball can come to trainings
when they can, and come to matches on Saturday.

Our Softball B Team had some new players this year
and all of them learnt fast, becoming valuable members
of the team. I am very proud to see them all advance
their defensive fielding skills to match their already great
attacking skills!

The season starts in Term 1 and concludes in Term 4,
with options to just pay for one term if you are unsure.
Registrations are due in the second week of Term 1. $60
for the season, $30 per term.
Coordinator:
Janie
or janie.hutchison@gmail.com

0406

627

277

Basketball
Calling all 2022 year 3 to year 6 basketballers!
You will have all received an email about sport
registrations moving online this year!
If you want your child to play in 2022, please complete
the form before the school breaks up for Summer (admin
staff last day is Friday 17 December). Over the summer
holidays teams will be formed, ready to kick off in term 1
next year.
Don’t miss out!

Our Softball A Team also saw some new players this
year, who brought some valuable new talent to the
competition. Our amazing Softball A Team played
confidently, with fun, dominating the upper primary
competition - winning almost all their games. Well done
team!

**Please note, there have been a number of enquiries
from parents wanting to know if their children going into
year 2 next year can play. Unfortunately, school
basketball is for years 3 and above only. Some other
sports offer ‘come n try’ variations for younger players,
but not basketball.
Coordinator: Tania Campbell Tania@sparklecommunications.com.au

SOFTBALL NEWS
Our softball teams have had another successful year,
with all players advancing their knowledge of the game
and increasing their skills.
Our T’Ball team has a blast playing together, running
those bases having an even mix of losses & wins. The
game is faster paced & dynamic keeping the younger
ones entertained and having fun. Our young coaches,
Hannah and Isabelle, enjoyed the season and are back
next year. Well done team!

Good luck to our 6s & 7s as they head to high school. I
hope to see you sign up for the School Sports softball
competitions and even club softball.
Softball starts again, Wednesday week 1 of term 1. And
we’ll have fun doing it all again!
Merry Christmas!
Janie Hutchison
janie.hutchison@gmail.com
0406627277
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SEESAW PORTFOLIO
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COMMUNITY NOTICES


HOLIDAY SWIM is a Royal Life Saving Society South Australia initiative bringing affordable and educational
swimming and water safety lessons to pools and inland waterway locations across Metro and Regional South
Australia since the 1950’s.
$35.00 per child;
5 days
https://www.holidayswim.com.au/locations
www.royallifesavingsa.com.au



GRAND SLAM TENNIS CLINICS
www.helenricetennis.com.au



MOUNTAIN BIKING PROGRAMS - Head for the Hills has a range of Mountain Bike programs commencing soon,
including an After School Skills Program just for girls. They also have their popular Holiday Geocache Adventure,
Holiday Skills Clinics and After School Skills as per usual. These programs focus on the key skills of mountain biking
and will develop the students: Bike handling and balance, control and trail reading, technique. For more information,
visit headforthehills.net.au



JUNIOR GOLF CLINICS - Term 1 2022. Clinics will now be held on Tuesday’s. Ph: 82702300 – option 2 Email:
admin@fhgc.com.au or visit www.fhgc.com.au

–

Bellevue

Heights

Tennis

Club

helenricetennisschool@gmail.com
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