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END OF YEAR – EARLY DISMISSAL 2:10PM 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 

Holiday Wishes 

The school holidays are nearly here and I would like to 

take this opportunity to thank staff for all the hard work 

and extra time they have put in over the year to make 

2019 a truly enriching experience for our children and 

young people.  I would like to wish all our families a 

happy and safe Christmas break!  

Student Reports and a letter regarding students’ class 

placement are being sent home today. 

Retirements & Staffing 2020 

Once again we are farewelling a number of staff at the end 

of this year.  Sharon Norris is retiring and I would like to 

acknowledge the significant impact Sharon has had on our 

school over the past 20 years.  We will remember Sharon 

for stepping up and looking after our library, encouraging 

and supporting volunteers in our school, supporting local 

charities and being dedicated to supporting our students. 

Thank you Sharon. 

Lane Van der Matten, our grounds person is also retiring 

after 14 years at Belair.  He has been integral to 

maintaining the up keep of our grounds and supporting all 

staff with their classroom handyman needs.  Thank you 

Lane. 

I would like to thank Penny Biar and Lucy Cogan for their 

time with us this year.  Penny will be moving to Brighton 

Primary school and Lucy to Athelstone Primary School. 

Emma Murphy has taken up a 12 month position as 

assistant principal at Hallet Cove R-12 and we wish her all 

the best in her new role. Lisen Carlmark and Kate Lajoie 

will be taking leave for all of 2020. Leanne Miller and 

Annette Fiegert will both be on long service leave during 

term 1. 

New staff joining us in 2020 will be Tim Verryt from 

Mount Barker Primary, Adam Menzell from Aldgate 

Primary, Emily Rankine from Allenby Gardens Primary, 

Laura Carpenter from Coromandel Valley Primary and 

Anne Coleman will be returning for a term.  

Our specialist teaching team for 2020 will include; 

Dominic Graham – Science, Astrid Mark – Physical 

Education, Keiko Yoshino and Tom Overall Japanese and 

our Music teacher is yet to be appointed.  A big thank you 

to Katie Howes for her music work this year. 

I would like to especially thank Lillie Sellentin (PE), Amy 

Lawson (year 2 classroom teacher) and Chloe Steel (year 

2 classroom teacher) for their outstanding contributions to 

student learning this term. 

We are also farewelling Donna Gunn.  Donna has led our 

playgroup for the past 6 years and we wish her all the best 

as she increases her time at Blackwood. 

Vacation Care & Catastrophic Bushfire Days 

On a catastrophic bushfire day our vacation care service 

will be closed.  The best way for you to stay informed will 

be through; 

 Bushfire Information Hotline; 1800 000 279 

 ABC Radio 891 

 ABC TV 

 The CFS website http://www.cfs.sa.gov.au 

Please remember that Vacation Care closures on 

Catastrophic Days will mean that no staff are allowed to 

be working on site on those days.  

Year 7 to High School 

The most recent parent update from the Department for 

Education on transitioning year 7 students into High 

School in 2022 has been attached to this email.   

Governing Council will be looking for ways to support this 

work next year. 

2019 DIARY DATES 

Monday Afternoon     Uniform Shop open 3:00 – 4:00 PM 

Wednesday Morning   Uniform Shop open 8.30 – 9.30 AM  

 

TERM 4 – 2019 

DECEMBER 

Thur 12 Reports and Class Placement letters go home 

Fri 13 Farewell Assembly – 11.45am 

 2020 Class visits – 10.30 – 11am 

 Early Dismissal 2.10pm 

 

TERM 1 – 2020 

JANUARY 

Mon 27 Australia Day Public Holiday 

Tues 28 1
st
 Day Term 1, 2020 

FEBRUARY 

10-14 Yr 3-5 Water Safety Education (Marion ODP) 

Tues 19 Governing Council AGM 6.30pm 

Tues 25 School Photos 

Wed 26  School Photos  

Fri 28 District Swimming Carnival 

 

http://www.belairps.sa.edu.au/
mailto:belair.ps415@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:rob.houston704@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:leanne.twigden645@schools.sa.edu.au
http://www.cfs.sa.gov.au/
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Language Awards 

I would like to congratulate our School of Languages 

students who were recently acknowledged for their 

achievements at Bonython Hall, University of Adelaide. 

Claire B  Award of Merit – French 

Arthur B  Award for Outstanding Academic  

  Achievement – French 

Alexis M  Award of Merit – French 

April O  Award for Outstanding Academic 

Achievement – French 

Soren P   Award of Merit – Chinese 

Poet W   Award of Merit – French 

Raynee S  Award for Outstanding Academic 

Achievement – Chinese 

 

2020 STAFF LIST 

 

STAFF MEMBER YEAR 
ROLL 

CLASS  

GILDING Jess  / ARSCOTT Sandy  Rec CW1 

STACEY Mary Rec CW2 

MICHELL Liz Rec CW3 

SMITH Michelle  Yr 1 Rm 22 

ODELL Belinda / MAYFIELD Natalie   Yr 1  Rm 21 

CARPENTER Laura Yr 1 Rm 20 

COWEY Natasha  Yr 2 Rm 16 

RANKINE Emily Yr 2 Rm 17 

UPTON Tracey Yr 2 Rm 19 

ROBERTS Emma 3/4 Rm 15 

HANDLEY Alischa / CORRELL Pam  3/4 Rm 14 

COLEMAN Anne / CORRELL Pam   3/4 Rm 13 

MENZELL Adam 3/4 Rm 12 

KING Donna 3/4 Rm 11 

VERRYT Timothy  4/5 Rm 10 

MAGAREY Margaret 4/5 Rm 9 

DICKSON Greg / CORRELL Pam 4/5 Rm 7 

BOWDEN Kristen 4/5 Rm 6 

HUNT Nerida 6/7 Rm 1 

BRIGGS Catie 6/7 Rm 2 

Arthur Mel 6/7 Rm 3 

OLIPHANT Claire  6/7 Rm 4 

FARMER Ali 6/7 Rm 5 

Japanese – Yoshino Keiko /      

OVERALL Tom 
 Rm 8 

PE – MARK Astrid   Gym 

SCIENCE – GRAHAM Dominic   Rm 18 

MUSIC – TBA   Hall 

CLASS PLACEMENT 2019 

Included in your child’s report is a letter advising you of 

class placement for 2020.  All children have contributed 

to the placement process by nominating preferred friends.    

On Friday 13/12/2019, children will visit their 2020 

classroom and meet the teacher/s and fellow classmates.  

Should you have significant concerns regarding your 

child’s placement, please refer to the letter you will receive 

in your child’s report folder for details of this process. 

 

REPORTS 

This afternoon you will have received your child’s end of 

year report for 2019.  These reports provide you with an 

overview of your child’s learning and will assist you in 

having a clear understanding of your child’s growth and 

progress.  The report is best read in conjunction with your 

child’s portfolio, as this shows their learning over time. 

 

MATERIAL AND SERVICES CHARGES 2020 

Thank you for the very positive responses we received 

from our latest poll amongst families for the Materials and 

Service charges for 2020. 

From the responses we received, an overwhelming 94.3% 

of parents voted in favour of endorsing the proposal that 

the full amount of Materials & Service charge of $380 be 

legally recoverable.  

Parents will receive information about this when invoices 

are sent out in mid-January 2020. 

 

RESOURCE CENTRE UPDATE 

It has been an exciting term in our library. Last holidays 

these changes began with the installation of the glass 

walls and removal of existing fixed benches.  

This term we have engaged the services of library 

consultant Kevin Hennah. Last week he worked with 

library staff and produced a plan which will move our 

library into the next stage of development. The changes 

will include 

 greater front facing display spaces, allowing greater 

visibility of books 

 improved signage to make our books easier to find 

 a variety of furniture for students to use including 

desk spaces and soft furnishings 

The next stage will begin in term 1 next year.  We look 

forward to sharing more updates with you in the future 

and transforming the library into the place everyone 

wants to be! 
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ASSEMBLY REPORTS 

Room 16 hosted the assembly in week 6.  The students 

took us on a journey to discover ‘How the World 

Works’ and materials that change or can be changed in our 

daily lives. Congratulations to Room 16 on a fantastic 

assembly! 

 

 

Congratulations to the Carawatha Unit showcasing and 

celebrating their year of learning. We loved listening to 

their version of the 12 Days of Christmas, which they 

changed to The 12 Months of Learning.  It is always a 

pleasure to watch Receptions speak so confidently and 

clearly in front of a large audience.  Well done to all of 

them. 

 

 

OSHC NEWS 

Sadly, OSHC will be saying goodbye to Luke on 20
th
 

December.  He will be missed by all and we hope he has 

a fantastic adventure overseas. 

We are very happy to announce that Ella Tonkin has been 

appointed as our OSHC Assistant Director in 2020. 

 

CANTEEN NEWS 

 

Wow! What an amazing term we have had.  Halloween, 

Sports Day and Christmas donuts.  All of these Canteen 

events were a huge success, and from the feedback I have 

received from the students they were all very much 

enjoyed. Thank you to all of my helpers at these events I 

couldn’t do it without you. 

We have transitioned to fulling using the Flexischools 

online ordering system.  This has been a great success.  I 

thank you for your support with this change, as it makes a 

huge difference in the ease and efficiency of running of our 

busy Canteen.  

We have reached the end of the year and I would like to 

thank all of my amazing Canteen Volunteers we have had 

a busy year, and all of your help is very much appreciated. 

Also, thank you to all of you that have supported the 

Canteen with placing lunch orders, supporting special 

events and giving the students some money to come in 

and spend.  

I would like to wish all our Grade 7’s and the other 

students moving from Belair PS all the best in their next 

journey.   

I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and safe and happy 

holidays with your friends and family. 

Well that’s it from me.  I look forward to seeing you all in 

2020! 

Thanks 

Julie 😊 

 

PARENT ASSOCIATION  

The Parent Association has had a great year full of 

fundraisers, meetings, social events and activities. To 

everyone on the Parent Association, Class Parent Reps, 

and in the general school community who have helped 

and supported - by volunteering, attending, wrapping, 

photocopying, distributing, meeting, singing, cooking, 

serving, donating, setting up, packing up, putting up, 

taking down, laughing, buying, selling, organising, 

guillotining, designing, and more laughing … THANK 

YOU!  

To our PA members and Class Parent Reps who are leaving 

the school - we will miss you and all the help you have 

given us over the years. Special shout out to Ruth Harris, 

Julie Rawley, Elizabeth Renfrey, Amanda Dwyer and a 

huge shout out to Louise Ray who was the PA president 

for 4 years from 2011-2014., what all of you have given to 

Belair during your time here has been invaluable. We wish 

you and your families all the best for the future. 

For those families returning to Belair PS next year, please 

consider taking a role on the Parent Association. It’s a great 

bunch of people, no job is too big or too hard, there are 

always other members who can show you the ropes, and 

you’d be welcomed with open arms. 

Also, don’t forget about lost property! It will emptied on 

Friday so be sure to check for your items or take something 

from the unnamed cupboard! 

Have a wonderful Christmas break everyone, best wishes 

for the New Year. Merry Christmas!! 

Stacey Hargroves  

on behalf of the BPS Parent Association 
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PASTORAL SUPPORT WORKER 

Dear Families, 

Note: I put the following in the newsletter several years 

ago.  I have decided it is worth putting in again this year.  

I always seem to need a bit of perspective this time of year! 

A couple of weeks ago I was thumbing through the junk 

mail, desperately seeking Christmas gift ideas.  As usual, I 

was stressing about what to buy my family and friends, 

how I should decorate, what food I should serve, the 

Christmas cards I needed to write, etc.   

As I was vetting the catalogues, one particular 

advertisement made me stop and think.  On each page, 

the catalogue proceeded to tell me what Christmas was 

about.  It said: 

Christmas is about . . .  entertaining 

Christmas is about . . .  giving 

Christmas is about . . .  a brilliant tree 

Christmas is about . . .  the family feast 

Christmas is about . . .  tradition 

Christmas is about . . .  the great outdoors 

Finally, the last page showed children with various gift 

items and the statement: Christmas will always be about 

them. 

The ad really bothered me, and I thought to myself, “I 

don’t think Christmas is about ANY of those things!”  But, 

on further contemplation, I had to ask myself:  If I really 

didn’t think Christmas was about any of those things, why 

was I so stressed about them? It forced me to rethink my 

whole attitude.   

So I began the mental process of determining just what I 

thought Christmas was about and I came up with the 

following: 

Christmas is about . . . love 

Christmas is about . . . eternity 

Christmas is about . . . hope 

Christmas is about . . . reconciliation 

Christmas is about . . . peace 

Christmas is about . . . joy 

Finally, for me, Christmas will always be about Immanuel 

(God with us). 

So, with my new attitude, did I forego entertaining, giving, 

a brilliant tree, the family feast, etc.?  No way!  I love those 

things.  But, the pressure for perfection is off.  While all 

those things are fun and make up an important part my 

celebrations, they aren’t my focus.   

Now as I prepare for Christmas, rather than thinking of 

the tasks I have to complete, I think about the people I’m 

trying to bless.  It’s not about the presents I buy, the food 

I prepare or the cards I write - it’s about the people for 

whom I’m buying presents, the people for whom I’m 

preparing food and the people to whom I’m writing.  All 

of a sudden I find myself enjoying this busy time.  I’m so 

glad I saw that annoying ad. 

Blessings to you this Christmas!   

Sara Walding, Pastoral Care Worker 

PS:  I know Christmas may not be joyful for all.  Please feel 

welcome at the Blue Christmas Service 

Blue Christmas 

 

A contemplative service of 

lament, remembrance and 

hope, especially for those 

facing grief this Christmas  

 

7:30pm on Sunday 15th of December 

Blackwood Church of Christ  

Cnr. Shepherds Hill Road and Waite Street, Blackwood 

www.blackwoodcc.org.au 

 

 

CHRISTMAS CAROL PICNIC 2019 

The Christmas Carol Picnic 2019 was an amazing 

celebration of our school community. A big thank you to 

everyone involved especially our fantastic band and the 

Hryciuk Family for donating their equipment, time and 

energy to the sound set up. Thank you to everyone for 

filling the gym and coming out regardless of the rain. See 

you all next year!  

Tennille Gibson  

  

  

 

SOFTBALL  

 

Softball News 

This year is the first year with three softball teams and a 

big thank-you to all that have helped make it 

happen.  Without everyone's help in all the big and small 

ways we couldn't have made it happen.  Special thanks to 

parent coaches Simon and Tom who have helped me keep 

our teams playing. 

Big congratulations also to our three softball teams and 

such a fun season.  We've had heat, rain, carnivals, 

knockout, district and state selections and we are stronger 

for it!  I look forward to seeing all of you back next year 

for another season of learning and playing a great team 

sport. 

http://www.blackwoodcc.org.au/
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Finally, we say goodbye to 6 of our A team players who 

are moving on to high school; Hannah, Isabelle, Cianna, 

Stella, Claire and Zoe.  You guys have shown the rest of 

us how the game is played and are an inspiration to the 

junior players.   Good luck girls in your next school 

chapter and future endeavours, we will be missing you!! 

For those who wish to sign up for softball the registrations 

are due start of February with games starting on the third 

Saturday after term starts. 

Merry Christmas! 

Janie Hutchison 

Softball Coordinator 

0406627277 

janie.hutchison@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 

 

 COLONEL LIGHT GARDENS FOOTBALL CLUB is very keen to welcome new girls and boys to teams in all age levels in 

the 2020 SANFL Junior Competition from U7 – U 15.  Games are played on Sundays so kids can still represent the school 

in Saturday comps. Peter Callaghan, Junior President – CLGFC, 0413 023 518  www.clgfc.com.au  

 EN POINTE BALLET SCHOOL - Dance with Miss Sarah’s pre-school programme and En Pointe Ballet School, at Belair,  

has just opened it’s registrations for 2020!!  If your child loves music, movement, has rhythm or two left feet, this is 

definitely the place for them. Offering pre-school classes from ages 20 months along with many other styles including 

Classical Ballet, Musical Theatre, Jazz, Hip Hop, Contemporary (from ages  4 years and up). We even have an adult Ballet 

Fitness class on Tuesday nights. https://sarahballerina.wufoo.com/forms/zguougb1fp7dp5/ Contact Sarah on 0419866765 

or email sarah@enpointeballetschool.com.au   

 CODE IT YOURSELF - School holiday Game coding camp, ages 7-14.  Blackwood Memorial Hall Friday 17th January 

9am-3pm.  Bookings can be made at  www.bit.ly/CIYBlackwood.  Contact Paul on 0491 093 811 for more details. (We 

are part of the Children's University so students can bring their passports.) 

 GRASSH0PPER SOCCER – Soccer fun for girls & boys aged 2 – 12 years.  www.grasshopper.com.au or Ph. 0480129125 

for more info 

 WESTBOURNE PARK UNITING CHURCH NETBALL CLUB – The winter season commences 28/3/20. Please contact Sarah 

Nobbs at wpucnc@hotmail.com for more information 

 ALICE IN WONDERLAND - Wilde and Darling Productions School Holiday Program; 6-10 January 2020, ages 7-13; Kids 

come along for a week and rehearse a mini-musical production Ph: 0401 087 679  wildeanddarling.com.au 

 MUSIC THEATRE CAMP & SPOTLIGHT 2020 – 'FOUND' – Two of our Belair PS students are performing in this delightful 

production. On 11, 17 & 19 Jan; Westminster College Theatre, Marion www.pelicanproductions.com.au 

 CHEERIO NETBALL CLUB SCHOOL HOLIDAY CLINIC - To register or for more details visit: cheerionetball.com or email: 

headcoach@cheerionetball.com / phone: 0452 387 003 

 ‘AUS OPEN’ Grand Slam Tennis Clinics – Helen Rice Tennis School Ph:0428988873 www.helenricetennis.com.au   

 

mailto:janie.hutchison@gmail.com
http://www.clgfc.com.au/
https://sarahballerina.wufoo.com/forms/zguougb1fp7dp5/
http://www.bit.ly/CIYBlackwood
http://www.grasshopper.com.au/
mailto:wuylakiwpucnc@gmail.com
https://wildeanddarling.com.au/
http://www.pelicanproductions.com.au/
mailto:headcoach@cheerionetball.com
http://www.helenricetennis.com.au/

